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One of the main motifs or themes of & ie- Sedra is survival, what it takes
for the Jewish people to survive. Famine is raging in the land of Canaan
and Jacob and his sons must leave. The first element that is necessary
for Jewish survival is areivus, is responsibility. Altogether, there are
four things that are necessary for Jewish survival. Areivus is the
willingness of one Jew to sacrifice for another, for all Jews to realize
that they are responsible for one another. Vayigashe Yéhuda, and Judah
step forward. Judah was willing to endanger himself to save his brother,
Benjamin. There are many reasons given why Joseph tested his brothers the
way he did but one of the major ones is that Joseph wanted to see whether
the brothers could survive in Egypt. They could only do so if they felt
responsible one for another. The word areivus in Hebrew is the same word
as the word for signing a note. When you sign a note for someone else you
do not receive any money but when the other person defaults you pay. Every
Jew must be willing to pay for every other Jew. In our day we see the
Jewish Federations assuming this role. The second element necessary for
Jewish survival is enunciated when Jacob is about to leave the land of
Canaan for Egypt. He sacrifices to G-d in Bersheba and G-d said to Israel
in the visions of night and He said, "Jacob, Jacob". He referred to him
as Jacob not Israel. We Jews must remember that we are always a minority,
that our visions of the future differ from the visions of others," that
we must have Jewish dreams. The world around us knows that we are different.
Even today they say G-d does not hear our prayers. Many Jews think that

Jewish visions are parochial, too narrow. Unfortunately, many Jews are

in the vanguard of all sorts of movements which eventually end in despair.
G-d told Jacob, "I will go down with you to Egypt and I will surely bring
you up and Joseph will put his hand on your eyes". What is so important
about Joseph putting his hand on his eyes? Joseph will see the same visions

as his father. He will put his hand on these visions because he had all
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the modern technology of the time. Being modern, though, did not mean

that he would forsake Jewish visions. The third and perhaps most important
element in Jewish survival is stated when Jacob sent Judah before him to
Joseph L'haros, to show before him Goshen. L'haros in Hebrew also means

to teach. It is the same word as Torah and Moreh. Jacob knew that schools
had to be established to teach Jewish values if Judaism was to survive.

We see, too, in our day that without Jewish schools Judaism has a hard time
surviving. Already the intermarriage rate is 51%. We need Jewish day
schools.v Only such type of schools can give young people enough education
to withstand the onslaught on non-Jewish ideas and ideals. Fourth, Jews
must contribute to the country in which they live. They must be positive
members of society helping the society develop. We must do this for our
own self-respect and also to show we are part of humanity. Joseph made
great contributions to Egypt but still retained his Jewish identity. Too
often these four points are forgotten about or only part of them are
implemented. Without Jewish visions, Jewish dreams, and Jewish education
all else falls by the wayside. The story about a man who joined a parachute
club. He was instructed to put his right hand on his left hip and pull

the cord. 1If that did not work count to 5 and then his left hand on his
right hip and pull the cord. Trucks would be waiting below to take him
back. About a group of 25 went on the airplane. He was pushed out of

the plane number 1l. He put his right hand on his left hip and pulled the
cord. Nothing happened. Then he put his left hand on his right hip and
pulled the cord. Nothing happened. Then he was heard saying, "How do

you like this? I bet the trucks won't be down there either". Unless we

have Jewish vision all else does not matter.




